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REVIEW
HENRY HEAD CENTENARY: ESSAYS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. (Pp. 41; plates 3. 3s.)
London: Macmillan, 1961.
A SERIES of Essays writtein by K. W. Cross, R. A. Henson, Macdonald Critchley and Russell
Brain, illustrate some of the principal qualities and works of Henry Head who was born
on 4th August, 1861, at 6 Park Road, Stoke Newington. Educated at Charterhouse and
Trinity College, Cambridge, and qualifying in 1890, his first interest was in sensation,
the study of which he began at a time when it was widely taught that diversity in form
and function of the peripheral end-organs with which man is endowed-ensured the
tranismission of specific stimuli along specialized nerve fibre tracts to the appropriate cortical
centres. It vas whilst testing an aphasic patient with compasses for tactile discrimination
that he observed that, although unable to say whether he was being touched by one point
or two, the patient could promptly and correctly indicate the answer when a strip of
paper was put before him upon which were printed the visual symptoms of one and two.
This caused doubts to enter his mind as to correct theories on aphasia and led to his clinical
studies during the First World War on brain-injured young men with head injuries who
were suffering from various disorders of speech and language. Three principal results followed:
The Linacre and Hughlings Jackson lectures in 1920, both of which dealt with aphasia, the
Cavendish lecture in 1923 upon speech and cerebral localization, and in 1926 the publication
of a two-volume monograph, entitled "Aphasia and Kindred Disorders of Speech." In these
communications he emphasized that the clinical picture presented by an aphasic often
depended more on the acuity and severity of onset than upon the extent of the lesion and
that brain disease, however focal in its extent, can never affect speech and speech only.
His approach to the subject, which was so much at variance with traditional teaching at
the time undoubtedly marked an important turning point in clinical methodology. As one
of the contributors remarks, "Much of what we believe and teach to-day we owe to Head,
possibly without realizing the magnitude of our indebtedness."
This modest but wholly admirable collection of Essays is recommended to all those
interested in neurology and in the history of medicine. R. S. A.
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